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from Herbert W, Armstrong, Oregon, of the "70,"

Beloved Brethren:

Vou are assembled at this meeting in Detroit in what may prove to be the
most momentous meeting since the re=organization of the Chureh., It is not pos=-
sible {:r me to be with you, but sinco members of the "seventy" have, as 1 under~
«tand it. the right of counsel, and being heard, I take This means of sending to
you this comminication, and aslt that vou each read it solemnly and seriously be=-
fore taking action on the subject of the Holydays of the Ledd, which I understand

is finallyv to be decided upon at this meetinge

Brethren, the RWAL ISSUE is not these holydays. But the Devil will use
this as his weapon to SPLIT UP OUR CHURCH if we permit. My real concern is net
fr the holydays-==for no TRUTH ofthe Lord can remain hidden when God's time has
come for it to be generally revealed---~but my real concern is that, as it appears
from this distance, THE FUTURE OF OUR CHURCH WILL BE DICIDED AT THIS MEETING.

Unless you brethren are much in earnest PRAYER---unless each searches HLS OVIN

heart, and is actuated only by a Spirit of LOVL, and under the wisdom and guidance

of God, then it appears that Satan has matters so arranged that a split in the
Church is now inevitable, Brethren, IT MUST NOT HAPPEN! In Jesus' name, 1 be-

seech you to solemnly pray, and se yield yourselves to God that He may overrule
the forces of evil which have so maneuvered that a split appears certain.

The REAL ISSUE is not the Holydays. The real issue 1s a two-fold funda=-

mental policy which the Helyday subject is only bringing to a head. It is, 1s%t,
the issue cf whether the doeors are to be permanently CLOSED against all advancing

light and truth; and, 2nd, whether all members must believe and practise, and all
ministers preach, all that we are told, and ONLY what we are told, by the Twelve
or the generel overseer, in matters beyond and outside our delcared 40 points cf
Fundamentals. In other words, the issue is WHAT KIND OF A BASIS shall we have

for UNITY? If we passed over the Holyday issue, some other question outside the
40 points would later bring this real issue to a head.

Brethren, there has been a tendency on the part of some---and I do not wish
to mention names or make it personal, and I want to write thids only in LOVE---=To
teke the stand that the Church MUST NOT ACCHPT ANY NEW LIGHT. Pressure has been
put on myself, for instance, not to look for or preach any new light from God's

holy Word, in this waye. I was asked whether 1 did not feel the Church of God had

g saving message, and then asked if I did not feel, FOR THE SAKE OF HARMONY, that

i+ would be better to stand where we are, and not to look for any further 1ight.
T believe that new light has been OPPOSED, I realize the motive has been CHURCH

UNITY. Now this is a fundamental ISSUE, and the future ef our Church hangs on
how you brethren will, with the help and guidance of the Lord, settle this great
issue. Unless you act wisely, and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and with
much LOVE in your hearts, the Church stands doomed, and 1 fear it will be split
wide open as a result of this meeting. Tnerefore I ask you to read this TRHOUGH
--to earnestly PRAY ever this, and solmenly to seek GOD' S guidance, for He has
committed to YCUR trust the future of His Churche It is yeur sacred trust.

L,
SHALL THE DOORS BE CLOSED TO ADVANCING LIGHT?

Let us seriously, prayerfully consider, and without prejudice answer, the
foldowing: Does the Church of God, at the prescnt time, possess ALL the light
the Holy Seriptures contain? Have we, as individuals who collectively form tThe
Church of God, grown in gracc and IN KNOWLEDGE, to thc extent that we dare say:
"We have ALL the truth; we have PERFECT, infallible understanding of the Scriptures;

we have no errer in any point, and there is now no further light that God can
rive us?" Brethren, certeinly we shall devote ETERNITY to plumbing the vast

depths of the secred pages of Ged's Vords

The entire human race has gone astray, Like sheep (Isa. 53:6). Sheep fcllew
leadcers, Cnc group forms one fold, and other folds follow other leaders. "We have
turned every onc to HIS OVN VAY,." Contrery to GOD'S way, laid down in the Serip-
tures. The ways that SEIMTH RIGHT to a man, the ends of which are death. Iach
fold going the SAME WAY, and speaking the SAME THING: In perfect harmony and uni-
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son, ----BUT, CONTKAKY TO GOD'S WAY: 1Is that a proper basis for UNITY?

: Jesus is the GREAT SHEPHERD, He leads all repentant, willing sheep back
into the RIGHT PATH, He set us an EXAMPLE, that we shoud FOLLOW His stopse His

sheep, He said, hear His wvoice, and FOLLOW HIM, The true Church will do this.




X
Under Roman Catholic domination, virtually all true light became extinguished

+hru the dark ages. Thon came Luthor. Ho saw a little light. 0Calvin, Wosloey,

spher leaders followed. FEaoh had a certain amdnunt of true light and a consider-

able amount of error. Large groups fo1lowed ench leader, forming thelr separate
folds. DFaoh group, like the Catholiocs, enjoying unity and harmony, all speakirg
ther, the RIGHT thihgh They followed their

the same thing. But nene spoke, altege
None has ever been willing

human leaders, RATHER THAN CHRIST and the BIBLE TRUTH,
None has ever been willing to advance in light.

tn confess and purge out errora
A1l have stood where they-were,'WHY?-———TC PRIESTERVE UNITYw===T0O KEEP FROM LOSING

MEMBERS===and all have spoken the same thing .

But is this sufficient? We in the Church of God have stresged the need of
*ING THE SAME THING. Brethren, ROME has 81l that’

HARMONY, of UNITY, of ALIL, SPEA
The S.D.A.'s have 1t, better than we have, g P"HAT A BIBLE BASIS FOR UNITX?Y

Is "all speaking the same thing, of itself;_gﬁFFICIENT?

t s moment at the orossroadse 1t is
~verthrew us, except by cunning and
1e8s we are careful, and fully

kness, and if the weakness
ing into our

Brethren, the Church of Ged stands th

OUR Church the Devil {s wreth with, He ecannot

But he is so clever he can decelve us un

deceite
ted of God's Spirit of Love. He knows our every Wo&
3 THING, has been creep

of a policy ef UNITY by all speaking the SAME
ninds to the extent we are becoming partially blinded to the necessity of speak%ng
8 3 3 eak spoTe.

+he RIGHT thing, then the Devil knows this and
et us not pass by this issue lightly. Let us
and seek God fer £ wisdem and guidance as never

that His Church might be ONE~~~but not one in errore==-
and perpetuating error---but "ONE IN US," Jesus prayed the Father.,
Now God is LOVE=---and to be one in God and in Christ is to be one in LOVE, The

Holy Spirit is the Spirit ef Love, and it is this Spirit of God which is to guide
us into TRUTH, IF we have leve, we may be 1ed into truth. If we lack it, we
leck the Holy Spirit and will only ge farther and farther from real truth.

What is the BIBLE basis for ynity?

" Now I do not, now, possess all
But if I am joined to the VINE,

s fruit, so the Spirit of
NOT ALL AT ONCE, inte

God's Werd is a LAMP unto our PATH., We cannot walk in
We TRAVEL along the true

Jesus

We are to be ONE=--yes, but HOW?
seid "I am the Vine, ye are the branches.
truth. Neither do I believe any living man doeés,
Christ, then as the sap flows into the branch and bear
God will flow in and thru me, and leading me gradually,

more and more TRUTH,
+he WHOLE LENGTH OF THE PATH at one and the same time.,

path, and the Word continues to LEAD us.
in ¥nowledge, as well as in grace (11 Petes 3:18)s
once. But if we accept a little truth, the Holy Spirit will reveal MO

If we walk in that, we shall receive still more. We walk further down the path
I+ is a gradual, continusus

as the light of God's Word shines ferth upon it 4
The CHURCH must advance the same

welk. We progress according te our willingness.
Now if I, havéng a certain amount of truth, am joined to Christ, then -

gradually and continually into more and more
the spirit of LOVE teward others who may nov
as I do. If YOU are joined to Christ,

WAy e i
have the Holy Spirit, leading me

truth---and this same Spirit is

see EVERY point, at least, yev, exactly
you, too, have that samc 1ove and charity, end are advaneing in light,. And it

is CHRIST that Joins us together---not any doctrines we mutually decide to agree

upons Can we se¢ that bertiful truth, brethren? One of us might see a Truth

the other does not, as yet---but if we both have the Spirit of LOVE leading us,

we have 2z basis of unity just the same, and it is the only BIBLE basisy The basis
of doetrine, decided upon by sertsain men among us, IS THE BASIS OF ROMEe I say,

let us put away that false basis of unityse

The False Church and her daughters arc joined together in an imitation of
this true way, Jeincd by man-made DOCTRINES, contrary to Bible truth, and Jjoined
n truth. Brethren,

individuelly together OUTSIDE of Christ=--3joined in error, not 1
d to any other of us, or to the organization,

no one of us can Scripturally bc jeinc
direct, or in any manner at 2ll except THRU CHRISTm==THRU THE HOLY SPTRIT OF LOVE,
uth, some perhaps faster on some

which guides us gradudlly into mere and more Ur
points, and others faster on other pointse Tho individual is joined, individually,

to CHRIST, thru the Holy Spirit, It is CHRIST that joins us together. Any other
basis for unity in our Churech is a FALSE basis, the basis of Satan the Devil, and
one thaet will wreek eur beloved Church and render it unfit for usofulnogk.

Here is a true ineident, A friend of minc, & gabbath-kecping minister,
uestion. The Portland

spoke to a certein Portlend minister about the Sabbath g

minister sdmitted tho truth ebout the Sabbath guestion. But ho roplied, "Yeos

brother, that mey b the truth, But if I wore to agcopt the Sabbath and preach

it T would losc &ll my great following. I would loso my Powor to preach Christ

te & vast multitude that I now reaech by air, pulpit, and print. T havec over &
ove our Church has ENOUGH

hundred thousand regular radie listencss, Now I beli
truth to have, at lcast, a SAVING MESSAGE, brothor, I I acdept the Sabbath truth,
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I will lose all my hoavy spportoers in my ochurch, and my whodo work might stop.
Therefore I think 1t botter not to look for any of this now light, brother-—--

I have a saving message, and this truth would break up my chureh," Brethren

what do you think oHEhat proachor? Thon what shall we say, when wo are approachod,
IN THE CHURCH OF GOD, with the samo idontiocal argumont as a roason for suppres-
sing the truth of God's annual Sabbaths? The prineiple is tho samo oithopway.

What saith the SCRIPTURE? Wo aro ocommandod to GROW in knowledgo. The
Church is the individuals collecotivoely, and it must econtinuc to ADVANCE, and to
GROW IN KNOWLEDGE if it is to bo truly God's Churoh. No false chureh ovor doos,
Falsc churches porpotuato errore Tho TRUE Chureh will nover hositateo to purgo
out error, and to acccpt truth now to it as God pormits tho light to shino,

If we rofuso, God will REJECT USe. (Hose 4:6). Also II Thos. 2:10«12 ap-
plics if we take such a stand. Brothren, lot us TREMBLE at tho Word of God,
a lot morc than we tromble at tho thought of losing mombors not lod of God's

Spirit conough to acccept truthe=-or theso so unspiritual, so dovoid of LOVE that
thoy will become bitter and split off BECAUSE they do not, yet, soco it, Josus
tells us to WALK in the light while wo have the light, lest darkness como upon
use JII we do not, God will give us ovor to beliecve a LIE, that wo may bo

damned, if we do not LOVE THE TRUTHY The Church that says "WE HAVE ENOUGH LIGHT,
LET US ACCEPT NO MORE LIGHT," is a DOOMED CHURCH, rojoctecd of Gods

fruc, There has romained thru all gonorations the TRUE CHURCH., Tho little
Floek undoubtedly has kept aflame the light of most cssontial tuth. But has

oven THIS group of beliovers rotainod ALL truth, 100%? If so, what becamec of tho
gpostolic form of organization? We know this was lost and had reocently to be

restorede DARE we say that other truth has not been lost, also? DARE WE CLOSE
THE DOORS? '

11,

MUST ALL MEMBERS BELIEVE AND PRACTISE, AND ALL
MINISTERS PREACH, JUST AS THEY ARE TOLD BY MEN,
WHETHER THE TWELVE OR OVERSEER, IN MATTERS BE-
YOND OR OUTSIDE THE 40 POINTS OF FUNDAMENTALS?

What, in other words, is the BIBLE BASIS fer determining TRUTH, and what
1s prcached=--and what we must bclieve? Shall wc leok to MEN, and belicve and
-~ “preach what MEN tell us~=-=whecther the Twelve, or the scven, er the Cversecers,

-==0T shall wc bc individually lcd of th: HOLY SPIRIT te understand SCRIPTURE?

llow it appcars that thec tondoncy'croeping inte our Church is to consider
that The TWELVE arc infallibly inspirced of God in INTERPRETING Scripturcs,: just

as much as some of the original Twelve werce inspired in WRITING it, For instance,.
a lctter rccently was scnt out somecwhat gencerally to brethren with this state-
ment: "The Bible way to advancc ncw doctimnc is o o » to first take it before
the Twelve, and the Church Eldcerse Aets 15th chaptcr makes this vcry'piﬁfﬁ/
clear,” And again, another lottoer to this effeet, "the Twelve, being led of the
Holy Spirit, will decide whether this is truth.” It appcars to me that I sce
creceping into the Church the prineiple that the individual lay member, or the
individual minister or cvangeclist is not to cxamine FOR HIMSELF any literature,
any position, any sidc of a question, . cxecpt that given us by the Twelve. That
we arc to Yooke~~for this is what this principlec will lcad to=-=not to God,
not the our Bibles, but to MEN in ccrtain positiong in the church, for what we
may beclicve and practice, If we come to that, brothren, then our membors must
look to MEN, not to God or His 'lord, for salvation. As onc of the Soventy, I

unaltcrebly opposc any such policy in our Church, and hope it will nover be
adepted or practiscd, .

heh I considered joining the prosont organization, before doing so, I
had assurancc from somc of the Twelve that, outside of the 40 points, ministors
would be left FREE to advance in light, and to prcach as they felt led.,
oxcereiscd thatfright and privilage, as I ALWAYS SHALL, for it 4s a Biblc right

and privilagec, but it has brought upon my head some heavy oppesition. I hope
sincercly this matter may be settled at this moeting.

I have

50 lot us consider, I ask cach of yvou prayerfully te consider what 1 have
to say boforc passing judgment, FPirst, 1ot us look into the 165th ohapter of Acts,

Paul and Barnabus had becen preaching a long time at Antioch, before Gentiles,
They werc precaching the TRUTH, But ecrtain men ecame down from Judca and taught
CONTRARY to Paul's tcaching, saying these Gentiles must be circumeiscd and koep

the law of loscs, Now study verse 2, Besausc of this dispute, it was decided
by thosc who knew the truth, to send Paul and Barnabus te Jorusalom "UNTO THE
APOSTLES AND ELDERS ABOUT THIS MATTER," It does not say Panl went to ask tho

12" whet ho might or might not proachs Paul did not go te Jorusalem to LEARN
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what was tho truth, but rathor to havo tho Twolve CONFIRM what ho was proaching
befora thoso OUTSIDERS came in and astirrod up troublo, And that 1s oxoetly what
thoy did do===thoy moroly CONFIRMED Paul's toaohing, ndding thoir authority to
Paul's, so the brothron at Antiocoh would nocopt 1it,

Now thore is ano oondition that must bo berno in mind., THE NEW TESTAMEMT
SCHRIPTURES HAD NOT YET BEIN WRITTEN. Paul did not havo ary SCRIPTURE on this
mattor To show thoms And again, whon thoy ocamo te Jorusalom it was far di.fforont
than this prosont mooting at Dotroit, Bor THE TWELVE WERE DIRECTLY UNDER LNSPIRATION
FOR THE WRITING OF THE SCRIPTURE, and woro inspirod dirocet of tho Holy Bpirit,
as is plain from vorsc 28, making FINAL a truth not yot at that time recorded in
Seripturc, and now REVEALED BY THE HOLPY SPIRIT DIRECT, and to bo rececorded, as it
18 rocoided here, IN SCRIPTURE. Thoy wore dirooctly inspirod for the writing of
Soripture. You brethren are not, and I have faith you will never claim to be,

This 15th chapter of Acts, then, cannot be used to show that all the people
on earth today must go to the Twelve to learn whether a dectrine is true, or to
learn what they must believe, THIS, BRITHREN, IS ONE OF THE TWO GREAT ISSUES

NOW AT STAKE, If the Church decides we must all be guided by the twelve, in all
points, which amounts to letting the 12 study the Bibae %f for us, do our
thinking for us, causing us to look to MEN and not to God for truth, and for

salvation, then the Church is writing its own death-warrant, so far as usefulness
at God's hands ﬁyﬁbis concerned.

Now how did Paul learn what was truth, and what te preach? Did he go to the

Twelve? Did he preach what he was told by them, or any man? Notice Galatians
1:15-19¢ The Church already was operating with the 12, the 7, and the 70, But Paul
did not go to them for instruction in what to preach. Rather, he says that WHEN

God called him, and converted him, that he might preach, "immediately I conferred
NOT with flesh and blood: neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apestles

before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then AFTER
THRET YEARS T went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abede with him 15 days, but

other of the Apostles saw I none, save James,"

Now read on inte the second chapter: "Then FOURTEEN YEARS AFTER I went up
again to Jerusagm with Barnabus, and took Titus with me also. And I went up by
revelation, " =--=what for? To ask them what to preach? NQ! "and communicated
UNTO THEM THAT GOSPEL WHICH I PREACH among the Gentiles," (Gale 2:1-2). Paul
receilved enlightenment of what was truth, and what to preach, BY THE HOLY SPIRTT.

Since the New Testament Seripture was not yet written, he received it by direect
revelation, But, now, since it is written, ministers sheould learn what to preach

BY THE HOLY SPIRIT guiding them, individually, into a. RIGHT understanding of
what is written in GOD'S WORD. Paul was directly inspired and used in writing =

large portion of the New Testament,

There is no example in Seripture, and no command, to look to the Twelve, or

any one man or group of men, to lead us into understanding of Scripture. 1,.stead,
Jesus warned of the FALSE PROPHETS that would appear. If we trust MEN, who shall
we know who is false? When Paul came to Berca, the Bereans did not kmow whether

Paul preached truth or false doctrine., They are commended, called NOBLE, in that
they LISTENED with all readiness of mind, and then SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES, WHETHER

what he preached was SO¢ That is the BIBLE WAY for the individuall {Acts 17:10-11).
""e are commanded, as ministers and individuals, NOT to ask the Twelve or any men

what is truth, but to "STUDY, to show thyself approved unto God," This is to the
individual SELF, We are commanded to SEARCII THE SCRIPTURES, not go to the Twelve.

When HE, the SPIRIT OF TRUTH is come, HE, not men, will guide you individually into
the TRUTH, Now Rome argues that since different men see things diferently, they
cannot be trusted to do thise==they must look te an infallible CHURCH for truth,

Rome holds the CHURCH is infallibly inspired of God, and cannot make a wrong de=
cision as to doetrine, Brethren, arec we geing to accept the argument of ROME,

or the truth of the SCRIPTURE? I find, by experience, that two diffcerent people,
truly led of the Spirit, de, gradually, come to sce the SAME THINGS in the Serip-
turc, tho neother may realize the other has seen this truth., THAT IS BEING PROVED

BY THE HOLYDAYS, I AM BEING AMAZED TO FIND HCW MANY, among both laymembers and
ministers, in all parts of the country, HAVE BEEN INDEPENDENTLY LED TO SEL THIS. |
TRUTH, nonc realizing the others were sceing and receiving it: God has been guiding

MANY in His Chureh into this blessed light, Praisc His namee The carnal mind can-
rot understend Bihd truth. Ged reveals these things unto us BY HIS SPIRIT, not by
inspircd MEN, T ore is muech more in the Seripture along this line, but 1 know

this is sufficient for the Twelve.

Ly
CONCLUSION: THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE

4nd now in conclusion, the most important part of all, The REAL _BASFS T i
unity. The REAL BASIS for coming into truth of doctrine, And that basis is, just




